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AN ‘UPBEAT
BUSINESS
COMMUNITY

Brian Maeshiro, vice president of Action
Realty Corp. and Anthony Pfaltzgraff,
a retired executive with the YMCA of
Honolulu’s Kalihi branch, are looking to
reignite the Kalihi Business Association
as interim presidents. They know the top
position well, as they both served as co-
presidents of the KBA from 2014 to 2016.
KBA currently has 35 paid members.
Pacific Business News sat down
with Maeshiro and Pfaltzgraff at the
Kamehameha Shopping Center Starbucks
in Kalihi to get their take on the business
climate of the area.
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Q&A BY DUANE SHIMOGAWA

Why is Kalihi a good location for
businesses? Brian Maeshiro: Location,
location, location. Everything passes
through Kalihi to town and Waikiki. This
is the hub. That’s why it sometimes tends
to get neglected because everyone’s just
passing through, but there’s a synergy
amongst businesses and even nonprofits.
In Kalihi, you can purchase your property,
build your business, and hopefully live
happily ever after because you don’t have to
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worry about ground rent renegotiations or
bankers only lending you so much because
they’'re concerned about the ground-lease
terms. '

Anthony Pfaltzgraff: There are also a lot of
great restaurants in Kalihi.

What are some of the characteristics that
make Kalihi a good place for businesses?
Maeshiro: Access and proximity to
Downtown Honolulu, harbors, freeways,
airports. There are also a lot of business-
to-business going on with lots of suppliers,
wholesalers and retailers in the area.

What could make Kalihi even better for
businesses? Maeshiro: Gentrification
with rail transit. Hopefully rail will bring
low-cost housing. The possible relocation
or redevelopment of Oahu Community
Correctional Center could have a huge
impact on the community. Kamehameha

Schools’ planned redevelopment across from
Honolulu Community College and the Mayor
Wright Homes redevelopment projects could
also bring Kalihi to new heights.

What is the Kalihi Business Association
doing to attract more businesses to the
area? Pfaltzgraff: In the last 10 years, getting
membership has been more challenging. The
need for KBA is going to grow in the years
ahead because of all the things we talked
about. We want to make sure it’s ready for
the next group of people.

What challenges keep businesses from
coming to Kalihi? Pfaltzgraff: Government
budget cuts will have an impact on Kalihi
because it has a lot of social service -
organizations.

Maeshiro: People want to be here but there
is no space for them right now. Also, from an
industrial space perspective, we're basically
at full capacity.

How is the current business climate in
Kalihi? Maeshiro: The area is upbeat and
businesses are busy, although parking is
hard to find on the street.

Pfaltzgraff: It’s such a dynamic community.
It has lots of businesses, social service
agencies, and it’s where the state put

the majority of its public housing stock.
Kalihi is friendlier than many of the other
communities on Oahu. %

PACIFIC

BUSINESS NEWS

Lindieng I."f/

THURSDAY, APR 20 | 800AM - 930AM

Abe Lee Seminar Classroom 1585 Kapiolani Blvd, Ste 1518 Honolulu, HI 96814

COLOR ACCOUNTING - FINANCIAL

ACCOUNTING COMES ALIVE!

Color Accounting is a colorful graphical learning system used in businesses, colleges,
nonprofits, and high schools around the world. Join Cleo Brown, Principal Consultant
& Founder of Tek Consulting Service, and Cynthia Yamasaki, Chief Energizing Officer
& Founder of EEpath, as they introduce the concepts of Color Accounting and show
an easy way to learn and understand Accounting basics to help increase your financial

acumen to succeed in your career and business.

In this workshop you will learn how to:

« Manage a Profit & Loss Statement

+ Improve financial controls and expand profit margins

+ Promote financial leadership

« Communicate more powerfully with investors, regulators, and partners
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Admission: $99 - Includes 1 yr subscription to PBN, 1.5 CPE credit hours,

and Continental Breakfast

For questions, contact ROSE BALAGTAS, Audience Development Director.
Register online at bizjournals.com/pacific/event/160251
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CLEO BROWN, Principal
Consultant & Founder of
Tek Consulting Service.
Cleo has extensive
experience as an execu-
tive leader and senior
manager for international
and national financial
institutions with expertise
in strategic plannmg, Finance, IT, and HR. She
is the Board Chair for BBB Hawaii, member of
the Hogan Advisory Board, and SBA Emerging
Leaders Program.

CYNTHIA YAMASAKI,
Chief Energizing Officer
& Founder of EEpath™,
Cynthia was awarded
the SBA Women In Busi-
ness Champion. She
has diverse experience
as a leader in global
corporations, Hawaii
businesses, and nonprofit organizations with
expertise in Finance, HR, entrepreneurship,
Six Sigma, and professional development.




